YOUTH voIcE

What is 1t?

Earth Force's Community Action & Problem-Solving Process is designed
to put young people in the driver's seat of their learning as they solve
environmental issues. Earth Force defines youth voice as:

...supporting young people in taking a leading role in their own
education through inquiry and applied learning in partnership with adults.

But what does that look like? This Ladder of Youth Engagement* shows what
community problem-solving can look like as you progressively involve young
people in more meaningful ways.

Youth as Partners Youth are valued as partners in shared
decision-making for community change

Youth-led Youth identify, research, and address issues
with support from adult partners

Adult-led Adults choose a project and give youth
ways to decide how to complete it

Consulted Adults ask youth for input, then use that to
determine a community service assignment.

Informed Youth are given a specific community
service assignment.

Tokenism _
These levels represent using young people

for the purpose of serving adult needs and
Decoration are not examples of true engagement.
These approaches should not be used in

Manipulation schools, classrooms, or communities.

*Adapted from Roger Hart's Ladder of Youth Participation | For more on youth voice, visit earthforce.org/resources





